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EING the underdogs and in the Third
Division, how confident were you
going into the final?

That is an interesting question. Honestly,
we were very confident because we
were a fantastic wide-open and
attacking team. We didn't really fear anybody.
We had beaten Leicester City and Birmingham
City on the way to the final and in those days
they were very good teams. We scored four
dagainst Leicester and seven against Birmingham
over two legs in the semi-final. Perhaps the only
worTy was that West Brom had a handful of
Current or future internationals in their team and
we didn’t have one.

How were the nerves?

Not too bad actually. In my particular case it was
more excitement. § was excited 1o play at
Wembley in a final because that's what | always
wanted to do as a kid. When you were growing
up in those days you wanted two things - to be
a professional footballer and to play at Wembley
in a final. That was the aim in life for most young lads. It was
happening to me s0 | was excited and it was an incredible feeling.

What did it feel like to walk out
#t Wembley in front of such a
massive crowd?

| think Wembley had a 100,000
capacity at the time and 1t was
nearly full to the brim. it was huge
because a lot of QPR fans had
actually walked the siz miles from
Shepherd’s Bush to Wembley. They
marched up the A4, thousands of therm, carrying a coffin with Wost
Erom written on it. I was brilliam. It was a magical day, that is the only
way | can describe i,

What was the atmosphere like?

it was indescnbable, You can't explain it 1o somebody who has never
played in from of 100,000 peasie, You can't tell them what it's like
Decause i's impossible 1o get that actus) 1ecling across to people. It's
mangible. I's like someone trying 1o describo what it's ke 1o sky
dive = urtill yous' ve done 1t you can't describe 1, 1 suppose | am one of
a small crowd 10 have experienced it and | consider myself very lucky,

s there a specific memory or moment trom the day?

it has 10 e iy goal. 1t made it 2-2 and | think sverybody knew we
would go on Yo win from that point, Both sets of players, the elarse,
NG Crowed = averyanss knev/

Why 46 you think QPR mads such » slow start?
| think thart cactsin playors wers
ovarawen tyy the occasion, Thers
WSTE PARYSTS I thit 1earm who would
NOXInaly fiyer have Nad & chance of
pAsing mt WermthAsy, N ook us 45
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Going 20 Sown, did you still
believe you had s chancs?
"'t,-f!'//-;;,‘/ } St thew e wins 1
Wiy vt Cniel win iNer the secnrvd
ot Bromn gamt. Winat was Wcky
s e it Aune tiasr. W broke gy
ew (oytrnn s oy, Whiern
e CRETly (AN Yor Thes secot) hall vie
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EMOTIONAL: Marsh at the final whistle.

' CHRISTOPHER EVANS looks back at QPR’s
famous 3-2 win over West Brom in the 1967

League Cup final ... in a question and answer
- session with ex-Loftus Road star Rodney Marsh

Stock was in as much shock as everybody
else. We were all numb. Players were
wandering around the dressing room saying

But we were. | don't think Alec said anything
other than go out and win e second half,
But we had a team that could score goals
from anywhere and at anytime. | had scored
11 goals on the route to the final alone, so we
knew we were capable. We played proper
football. Little one-twos, passing, passing,
passing ~ proper football.

You scored a stunning bicycle kick but it

was disallowed ~ should it have been?

| wish it was on TV, they would've caught it

nowadays. The guy that was marking me saw,

or thought he saw, that | was offside. From his view | was, but there

was a left-back who was about 30 yards away who was playing mo

onside. The linesman flagged, but | maintain that { was onside. He

-+, robbed me of a stunning goal
" at Wombloy.

. How did you feel when your
. oqualiser wont In off the
| post?
it's something | wish every fan
' « gould exporionce, Because In
front of 100,000 fans at Wembley, whon you're a Third Division team
| and 2-1 down, to get the equaliser, and the way | scored the goal by
dribbling past a few players ... It was just amazing. The velns of your
throat open wider, the blood rushes through to your head and you can
smoll the grass and you can honr the crowd, Your sonsos nre

| hsightaned. This Incredible euphoria comes over you and you don't
actually know what you are dolng.

| How did you Tesl at the final whistle? There Is a grost ploture of
Jim Langley with his arm around you and you look emotional.
What was It that caused the tenrs?

It was the understanding that you've done something very spocial,

I Also, the let-down that V'e all over and you can 16t It all oul, It was |ust
[ one of thase maglc moments whare time stands still and It's recordad
] forever. | absolutsly knew that it was somesthing poople would still be
| talking about in 60 years' time ~ snd they will be,
|

|

there are things that happen In football thit vou'll never forgot
Thay are \ndelible because In those days word of mouth was mors
| important than actuaslly seeing It

Far the QA fans it
was the Tirst major trophy
the club had aver won, I
% the anly time a Third
Divisian tsam has done
tha double. It will neve!
happen ngaln, It was
history in the making and
someting everyone
nssoolatad with QP will
naver lorgol

L gt thousands of 1arn
Mo letters, | got sem all
winds of diffaroant stufl
suah as 51 Llnlfa!uphh"»,
BERIVES and warmmern wers
ven sending thel
Krilokers In

it there Is one
parson | want o msntion
W vy yuls 1he gradi

“We shouldn't be 2-0 down, this is ridiculous *

he deserves. That is Jim Gregory, who was
chairman at the time, He was a down-to-
g::th Londoner, rough-and-ready guy with
ytreme passion for football and QPR.
ant(t:out him we would never have won the
:gphy and QPR wouldn’t be the club they

are today.

How did you celebrate that n.ight?

We had a party at the twoto(. as I1s usually the
case, Drinking was a massive part of

iootball culture back then. We'd drink pints
and pints of lager. You'd hit the wall by 2am
and then that's It, you're shattered. | don't
romember much so it must have been a

cracking night.

QPR also won Division Three that
soason. Which was better, a victory at
Wembloy or the Third Division title?
Easlly Wombley, as It's something that you
cant replicate. It's 46 years ago and people
stlll talk about it today. It was unique,

Do you think it is one of the biggoest-ever
cup upsots?

| gan't think of a bigger one. A Third Division
toam playing one from the First Division at
Wombley and being 2-0 down at half-time. [
I unheard of, At Paddy Power you would've
probably got 10,000 to 1 at half-time on
QPR winning.

in a pre-match article from 1907 you are
desoribed as the B/ Cordobes of Football
(The Matador) and The Clown Prince of
Football, How did you fes! about those
niecknamen?

Everybody had a nlckname for me, £
Cordobes was a bullfighter who used to
stand In the middie of the ring and let the
bull eharge him, It was usually danaing and
ponecing around and getting out of the way, i
think Norman Glller of the Dally Express tirat
Goined that, | quite liked that ane, | was also
Known as The Clown Prince of Football and
The Wizard they are all B******a, '8 typloal
PIeas thaugh, My team-mates used to give
me loads of stiok about the nloknames and
tnks the PE6 OUt of me ~ espocially Mark
Lazarus, Mo was nlways winding me tp

but he was BUOH A Tantastio lad

QPR wore an sll-white atrip for the firsl
Hime that tay - why?
W b playoed the whale seasan In blue
and: white Noops at home nnd awiy we
WO re). W nrriverd st Wambley nnd
MMMnnly Al Bl unlaaahed e all
While kit oy s, White shirs, shorts arnd
NOOKS « |y waos hilarous

B nabody sl anything, we were al
it Wughing mrd thinking ‘where has this
“HIe Trom? Whint sre we playing in this
OOl T W wasn't we i1 our aolours

"""""“l wWith Wast Brom, Wa all apaoiiinted
that A,

| MUt have got o lew gl 10
':lun

W e oolours for 1 tiny

MARCH

DRUM MAJOR: Sixteen-
year-old QPR fan Jennifer
Shepherd on the six-mile
march from the club's
Loftus Road ground to
Wembley Stadium
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